Fontbonne Names New Chancellor
by Mark E. Johnson
Fontbonne University has announced the appoint
ment of Sister Barbara Dreher, CSJ, as the schools new
chancellor, effective July 1.
Current chancellor Sister Stephanie Stueber, CSJ,
Ph.D., has served in that capacity since 2001 and will
remain active with Fontbonne as chancellor emeritus.
The chancellor reports directly to the university
president and is responsible for promoting institutional
image and pride as well as addressing initiatives regarding
mission effectiveness and fundraising.
“We have been blessed with Sister Stephanie’s
contributions for many years and are thankful for
the exceptional leadership she has provided, and will
continue to offer, the university,” said Dr. Dennis
Golden, university president. “We are fortunate and
pleased to have someone of Sister Barbara Dreher s
caliber assuming the role of chancellor and to continue
the excellent tradition of leadership established. We are
confident that Sister Barbara will bring much dedication
and determination to this key administrative position.”
Dreher is coming to Fontbonne from the St. Louis
province of the Sisters of St.
Joseph of Carondelet. She
served as the province director
from 1996 - 2002.
“Fontbonnes mission and
values-based educational environ
ment are especially important to
me,” Dreher said. “The university
practices what it preaches. The
mission they advertise they live.
I’m thrilled to be part of the
educational adventure at Fontbonne University.”
Dreher has held a variety of roles throughout her
career. She has served as director of catechetics at St.
Christopher’s Parish in San Jose, Calif.; as faith formation
director at St. James Catholic Community in Denver,
Colo.; as director of religious education at both Sacred

“The
university
practices
what it
preaches.”

Tleart of Jesus Parish
in Boulder, Colo., and
St. Mary’s Parish in
Littleton, Colo. She
was also a teacher at
Visitation Parish in
Kansas City, Mo.
Dreher holds a
master’s degree in
theological studies
from the Jesuit
School of Theology
at Berkeley, Calif.; a
master of arts in reli
gious education from
the University of San
Sister Barbara Dreher
Francisco; and a bachelor
of arts in elementary education from Avila College in
Kansas City, Mo.
The appointment of Dreher has the full support of
Fontbonnes board of trustees, according to Tom Gunn,
board chair.
“Sister Barbara possesses all the qualities necessary
to continue the wave of positive momentum that
Fontbonne is experiencing at this time,” Gunn said.
“She is an excellent choice to serve as chancellor and
we’re looking forward to her contributions. We are
deeply indebted to Sister Stephanie for her steady hand
as chancellor and for the many years she has served
Fontbonne in both administrative and academic capacities.
We’re fortunate that she will still be involved in our
university’s future.”
Stueber said it will be a “privilege and opportunity”
to serve as the university’s chancellor emeritus. “Fontbonnes
vision to serve a world in need’ is a powerful dynamic
that energizes the university climate, as well as the
ministry of all those involved,” she said.

Coach Inspires On and Off Court
by Mark E. Johnson

700.
That’s the
career win mile
stone Coach Lee
McKinney now
enjoys. It’s a
huge accom
plishment in
coaching circles
and an obvious
reflection of one’s
success.
That number,
however, repre
sented more
than a career
achievement
when McKinney
was pondering it
Coach Lee McKinney
late last year. The
Fontbonne athletic director and head men’s basketball
coach had learned he’d have to fight through a second
bout of cancer. Worried and understandably concerned,
McKinney used the 700-win marker — he was just
eight wins away — as motivation to fight the cancer
and get back to coaching.
And now, several months later, the coach has his
700th win — it came in an 82-73 home victory over
MacMurrary College Jan. 29 — and he’s beating
cancer again.
“When you’re faced with cancer, especially a
second time, you draw on a variety of inspirations
such as faith, family, friends,” McKinney said.
“Thinking about that 700th win was a real positive
motivator, too. I wanted to reach it not only for myself,
but for the players and the university.”
When McKinney began coaching in 1959 at the
local high school in Qulin, a tiny town in Missouri’s
Boot Heel region, the thought of 700 wins was nonex
istent. The young coach was just happy to be doing
what he loved and hoped that it would last for a while.
Now some 44 years later, McKinney has seen a lot of
changes, especially in the 16 years he’s been at the helm
of Fontbonne’s athletic program.
“When I started here we didn’t have athletic facilities
on campus,” McKinney recalled. “We held basketball
practices around 5:45 a.m. over at the Concordia
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(Seminary) gym. Believe
me, that took some
commitment from the
players, coaches and
everyone involved.”
The Dunham Student
Activities Center was
eventually built, providing
a home court for many
Fontbonne athletic pro
grams. The University
now boasts 12 varsity
athletic teams that have
had considerable success
in the NCAA’s Division
III. But McKinney thinks
athletics play a more
important role than
winning championships.
“At an institutional
level, the athletic programs
help build a spirit of pride,
enthusiasm and involvement
at the university,” he said.
“And on a personal level, I
believe our student athletes
learn a lot about discipline,
commitment and teamwork.
These qualities are things
that can help people
throughout their lifetime.”
And for McKinney, it
is this interaction with
students over the years
that has been the most
rewarding. A part of many
exciting wins on the court,
McKinney counts as one
of his most memorable
and proud moments,
being named godfather of
a former player’s son. “It’s
really about the relationships
you form and the positive
impact you can have in
people’s lives,” he explained.
“I’ve learned to appreciate
each and every day.”

Uttmce
Coach Lee
McKinney
age: 66
hometown: St. Clair,
Mo. (pop. 3,000)
family: wife, June; three
children, Denny, Dena
and Dino; five grand
children
years coaching: 43
favorite St. Louis
restaurant: J Buck’s
(besides Fontbonne)
favorite basketball team
to watch: Kansas
favorite pro basketball
player of all time:
Larry Byrd
best way to relax: golf
favorite pro team in St.
Louis: Baseball Cardinals
favorite all-time
Cardinals: Stan Musial
and Red Schoendienst
best time of year:
summer
3 words that best
describe you: compas
sionate, caring, friendly

Coach Lee McKinney
Endowed Scholarship
Alumni and friends congratulated Coach McKinney
on his 700th win by establishing this scholarship at
Fontbonne. More than $15,000 has already been
pledged toward creation of a $25,000 scholarship
in his honor. You can use this pledge card to send
your tribute gift.
I/We will make a gift in the amount of ...
• $3,000 ($1,000 per year for three years)
• $1,500 ($500 per year for three years)
• $750 ($250 per year for three years)
• $300 ($100 per year for three years)
• Other $___________________________
Name(s)____________________________________

Benjamin Moore, Ph.D., professor of English and
most recently chair of the English and communication
department, has been named Fontbonnes interim
vice president and dean of academic affairs, replacing
Judith Meyer, who has taken a position as president
of the St. Louis Lutheran High School Association.
The university will undertake a national search for a
permanent replacement.

John Seveland, vice president for enrollment
management and student affairs, has announced
his retirement, effective June 30. Peggy Musen,
newly named associate vice president of enrollment
management, and Randi Wilson, associate vice
president for student affairs, will assume his duties.

Class Year(s)________________________________
Address_____________________________________
City__________________ State______ ZIP_______
Phone______________________________________
Email______________________________________

*• Searches are under way for a new director of
information technology and a new alumni director.
At press time these positions have not been filled.
Look for announcements in upcoming university
communications.

I/We enclose a one-time gift of $__________ in the
form of...
□Check

QVISA

□MasterCard

□Discover

Credit Card Number_________________________
Expiration Date_____________________________

** Mary Abkemeier, Ph.D., received the "Post-Secondary
Teacher of the Year” award from the Mathematics
Educators of Greater St, Louts association. Abkemeier
is director of Fontbonnes masters program in computer
education.

Signature____________________________________
I/We pledge a multi-year gift of $__________ to be
paid...

Michael Sullivan, assistant professor of fine arts, has
received Fontbonnes Joan Goostree Stevens Excellence
in Teaching Award.

□Monthly □ Quarterly □Semi-Annually □ Annually
beginning______________________ (month/year).
This gift will be matched by___________________
Name of Company

Please enclose a matching gift form from your
company’s Human Resources Department.
Please return this completedform to:
Fontbonne University,
Office of Development
6800 Wydown Boulevard,
St. Louis, MO 63105

Fontbonne received $1 million in federal
partnership funds for establishment of the Center
for Communication Disorders and Education/Special
Education Teacher Training. A new speech clinic also
will be housed in the center. Architectural designs are
under way with renovation to follow later this year.
When completed, the center will be a "unique national
model” for how to prepare a new generation of teachers,
according to Dr, Gale Rice, chair of Fontbonnes
communication disorders and deaf education department.

Theater Project Huge Hit for Alum
by Mark E. Johnson
V^hen opening night of the first Shakespeare Festival
in Forest Park kicked off three years ago, organizers didn’t
know whether to expect 100 or 1,000. But by the time
the prince had uttered the final line “For never was a
story of more woe than this of Juliet and her Romeo,”
more than 3,000 people had enjoyed a free night of
theater under the stars.
For Lana Pepper ’87 it was the successful culmination
of three years work. The Fontbonne alum and organizer
of the Shakespeare Festival remembers the night well.
“Obviously, we were thrilled to have such a great
turnout. It really showed just how much interest there
was for Shakespeare in the park,” she said in a recent
interview. In fact, the 2001 show and the 2002 performance
of “A Midsummer’s Night Dream” were seen by some
77,000 people. This year’s performance is “Macbeth”,
running from May 31 through June 15. All performances
are free and open to the public.
“Our audiences are very diverse because this event is
so accessible to everyone,” Pepper said. “Forest Park was
chosen because it is a familiar location to people across
the metro area. It is a great venue.”
Such a production was not on the horizon several
years ago, when Pepper was a student at Fontbonne.

Married with two children in grade school, she started
college not really knowing in what area she would major.
But she loved the atmosphere and educational opportunities
at Fontbonne and, after taking a theater class from Sister
Mary Charity Dalton, CSJ, chair of the theater program
at the time, she knew she had
found her niche. She graduated
In addition to the
with a bachelor of arts in
theater and would soon find
plays in Forest
herself directing a handful
Park, the mission
of community theater plays,
assisting at the Repertory
Theater of St. Louis, organizing of the Shakespeare
events and chairing fundraisers.
Festival is to
Today, the 5 5-year-old
provide education
Fontbonne alum is using her
education and her experience
through the schools.
to help bring the arts to a
broader — and younger —
audience. In addition to the plays in Forest Park,
the mission of the Shakespeare Festival is to provide
education through the schools.
“Our mini touring play for grade and high
schools has grown very quickly. We’re going to
95 schools this year,” Pepper said. The festi
val also offers workshops for educators
wanting to know more about teaching
Shakespeare to their students. The
organization partners with the
Center of Contemporary Arts to
offer summer camps and also
coordinates Metro Youth
Shakespeare, a project designed to
“foster community” by bringing area
high school students together to collab
orate on a unified production, according
to Pepper. She also noted that rehearsals
for the “Macbeth” production were held
in Fontbonne’s own Black Box Theater.
“We believe theater is an
important aspect of any
thriving community,”
Pepper said. “It improves
the quality of life
for everyone.”

check it out. . .

Strength In Numbers
University appeals to some 10,000 alums

Shakespeare Festival 2003
presents

“Macbeth”
when
May 31-June 15 (except Tuesdays)
(Audience “preview” performances
scheduled May 29 & 30)
time
7 p.m.-“Green Show” (includes
Elizabethan dancers & musicians,
lectures by area scholars & a mini-play
to introduce characters & plot)
8 p.m.-Main Performance
where
Forest Park-east side of Art Hill
(between the Art Museum & Zoo)
admission
Free. Performances are wheelchair
accessible-Thursday performances are
signed for the hearing impaired
seating
Open lawn (audience is encouraged to
bring blankets, low folding chairs)
concessions
Available prior to
performance &
at intermission
info
www.sfstl.com or
(314) 361-0101

fontbonne University is at a critical crossroads in
its noteworthy history. One year removed from making
the important step from “college” to “university,” the
school has completed a significant number of initiatives
that have given it a strong foundation from which to
move forward.
Clearly, momentum is building as Fontbonne
University strives to achieve its vision—“to be the best
small Catholic university in the Midwest, educating
leaders to serve a world in need.”
One of the keys to Fontbonne s continued success is
completion of the $15 million comprehensive campaign.
The collective effort of more than 10,000 alumni and
other “friends of Fontbonne” joining together not only
furthers the mission of the university, it makes a differ
ence in our community and our world.
Your campaign gift will help:
• Increase our endowment
• Provide scholarship assistance for students
• Renovate facilities and construct new space
• Fund innovative campus programs
• Provide funds for operational expenses
• Provide cutting edge technology for
students and faculty
Gifts or pledges should reach Fontbonne by June 30,
2003, to be included in the Vitality & Vision campaign.
A one-time single gift or a multi-year pledge can be
made. Both will help Fontbonne reach the $15 million
campaign goal. Matching gifts from employers are
included as part of an individuals campaign gift.
A total campaign gift of $500 or more will be
recognized on a special Vitality & Vision: Fontbonne
University for the New Millennium plaque displayed
in a prominent area on campus. Gifts made to the
campaign are tax deductible in accordance with
Internal Revenue Service regulations. Fontbonne is a
501 (c)(3) organization.
For more information about how you can support
the Vitality & Vision campaign, contact Judy Woodruff,
Director of Development, at 314-889-1403 or visit our
website at www.fontbonne.edu.
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7950
Jane “Mitch” Mitchellette Hanneken ’52 has, for the past
30 years, volunteered for Old Newsboys Day, the Suburban
Journals’ annual charity drive. Hanneken is also the founder
of Camp Happy Day, a not-for-profit summer program for
children with learning and behavioral disorders.

7960
Barbara Krausel Wick ’60 was appointed president of the
Wicks Pipe Organ Company in Highland, Ill.
Carol Conway Spehr ’63 was the guest speaker at Fontbonne’s
Scholarship Luncheon April 7. Carol spoke about how her
experiences at Fontbonne and in her profession were the reasons
she and Jim created the Carol Conway Spehr ’63 Endowed
Scholarship that provides financial assistance to hearingimpaired students or to students majoring in deaf education.

7970
Gail Soliwoda Cassilly ’73, sculptor, and former director
and co-founder of the St. Louis City Museum, is preparing
for a show of her new work in her house studio and gallery.
Dr. Susan T. Lenihan ’75 was among 65 teachers from
post-secondary schools, colleges and universities in Missouri
to receive the Governor’s Award for Excellence in Teaching at
a luncheon held in Jefferson City, in December of 2002.
Recipients for the award were selected by their respective
institutions for their effective teaching and advising, service
to the school community, commitment to high standards of
excellence and success in nurturing student achievement.
Dr. Lenihan is a full-time faculty member with Fontbonne’s
Department of Communication Disorders and Deaf Education.
Nancy Sheehan Garvey ’79 has been named vice president
and general manager of Cingular Wireless’ Missouri and Kansas
regions. Based in St. Louis, Garvey will oversee all wireless sales
and operations in the area, including St. Louis, Springfield,
Kansas City and Wichita. She relocated from Little Rock,
Arkansas, where she was vice president of Cingular’s Arkansas
and Oklahoma operations. Garvey joined Southwestern Bell
Telephone in St. Louis in 1980 as manager of marketing and
informational systems.

79J0
Muriel Rolfe Van Oordt ’80 was named Administrator of
Bethesda Meadow by Bethesda Health Group, Inc.
Oluwatosin Gbajabiamila Adegun ’85 has since relocated
to Nigeria in Africa, and she works as an internal revenue
officer with the government.
Deneen L. Busby ’87 / MBA ’02 became Harris-Stowe
State College’s new director of public relations, after 10
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years with MAJIC 104.9 FM/Clear Channel, St. Louis. At
Harris-Stowe, she will take full charge of the college’s public
relations operation and will serve as the college’s official news
contact person.

7990
Jeffrey C. Kahlmeyer ’90 and wife Julie have moved back to
St. Louis after living in Florida for 11 years. They have opened
a wine store in Frontenac called D’Vine Wine.
A. Renee Griffin Lewis MBA ’95 was the Democratic
incumbent (6 years) for the St. Clair County Illinois Board of
Review. Lewis owns a real estate consulting company and is a
licensed real estate appraiser. She and her husband, Gregory,
have three children.
Kristan E. Stover ’97 and David M. Cardwell were married
October 5, 2002.
Nikola Michael Moyich ’97 will marry Kelly Renee Brahan
in October of 2003. Mr. Moyich is employed as an auditor by
Sara Lee Corp.
Donna Sarro MBA ’98 has been named the new executive
director for The Down Syndrome Association of Greater St.
Louis. Sarro comes to the association from Voelkerding Village
Maternity Home where she was executive director. This sum
mer, St. Louis will host the National Down Syndrome Society
annual conference.
Veronica Mills Hull MBA ’99 has joined Union Planters as
the SBA (Small Business Administration) Loan Originator for
southeast Missouri. Hull joins the company from GE Capital
SBF (Small Business Finance) where she has been involved in
all phases of SBA lending for the past five years. She is currently
completing certification in SBA lending from NAGGL
(National Association of Government Guaranteed Lenders).
Hull is a member of the Jackson Chamber of Commerce and
serves on the Community Economic Development Committee.
She and her husband, Chris, live in Jackson with their two
children, Hunter and Katee Jane.

2000
Joshua C. Voegtli ’00 will marry Amy Hulsey in November
of 2003. Josh is currently employed by Grace Advisors.
Erin M. Rabbitt ’01 had her drawing, “Left Standing,”
included in the 2002 National Drawing Exhibition and its catalog.
Michelle Erin Skinner ’02 will marry Michael Robert
Casanover September 27, 2003.
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James G. Castellano, Fontbonne Council of Regents Chair,
and managing partner of Rubin Brown Gornstein Co., has been
named Businessperson of the Year by the Clayton Chamber of
Commerce. Castellano is also immediate past chairman of the
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants.

Vita Viviano D’Artega ’30 of
St. Louis, MO -- December 5, 2002.
Dorothy Farrell Wolken ’38 of
St. Louis, MO — March 3, 2003.
Eileen Burden Tiritera ’39 of
St. Louis, MO — December 29, 2002.
Isabelle Hynes Nelson ’40 of
New York, NY ~ February 22, 2003.
Dorothy Bussman Schwetye ’41 of
St. Louis, MO — March 6, 2003.
Patricia Duggan Kuntz ’44 of
Pasadena, CA -- December 2, 2002.
Arilda Marie Welles, CSJ ’44 of
Green Bay, WI — October 16, 2002.
Julia Marie Clarice, CSJ ’48 of
St. Louis, MO — December 1, 2002.
Jeanne Davison Mongold ’48 of
Chesterfield, MO — December 1, 2002.
Marie Georgette Eschbacher, CSJ ’51 of
St. Louis, MO — February 18, 2003
Charles Helene Feckar, CSJ ’52 of
St. Louis, MO - April 7, 2003.
Marjorie Meehan Hamilton ’53 of
St. Louis, MO — February 23, 2003.
Clara Ritter, CSJ ’55 of
St. Louis, MO - April 4, 2003.
Victoria Theresa Brush, CSJ ’59 of
Indianapolis, IN — January 7, 2003
Marianne Bubash Walbridge ’59 of
Bridgeton, MO — January 23, 2003
Karen Anderssen ’61 of
St. Louis, MO — March 15, 2003.
Natalie Lafser, CSJ ’62 of
St. Louis, MO — December 5, 2002.
Pamela Stoll Lutz ’63 of
Englewood, CO — February 26, 2003.
Catherine Lucien Matter, CSJ ’64 of
St. Louis, MO — February 2, 2003.
Barbara Stavropoulos Angelides ’66 of
St. Louis, MO— March 10, 2003.
Susan Huck, CDP ’72 of
Bridgeton, MO — February 15, 2003.
Correction: Our apologies to Maureen Lesko
Connelly ’58, who was inadvertently listed in the
“In Memory” section last issue. Connelly was quick
to inform us that she is indeed alive and well.

Red Schoendienst/Fontbonne
University Golf Tournament
Monday, June 30, 2003
Norwood Hills Country Club
Noon Shotgun Start
$350 per person/$ 1,350 per foursome
Call (314) 889-1433 or log on to wwwdbntbonne.edu
and click “Alumni”

Bridge and Card Party
Held in connection with the Golf Tournament
Monday, June 30, 2003, 10 a.m.
Norwood Hills Country Club
$25 per person (includes lunch and prizes). Call Jeff
Brown at (314) 719-3668 for more information.

Alumni Reunion
Friday through Sunday, September 19 - 21
Fontbonne Campus
For more information, contact the Alumni Office at
(314) 889-1469

Scholarship Luncheon Held
Dr. Dennis Golden presents senior Erica Friederich with
the United Parcel Service Scholarship at the Fontbonne
Scholarship Luncheon April 7. UPS representatives Toryn
Rhone and Robert Kociolek were on hand to congratu
late Erica. The event was an opportunity for dozens of
generous donors to meet the students who benefit from
the endowed scholarships.
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Julie Sesti, BFA ’91, MA ’95, and
her life-size sculpture of the
“Blessed Mother holding the
Christ Child.” It was dedicated by
Bishop Robert Hermann at
Incarnate Word Parish. Sesti
counts among her commissions
a life-size sculpture of St. Monica
for St. Monica Parish, and two
bronze monument sculptures
at the entrance to Winghaven in
O’Fallon, Mo. She is the mother
of three grown children, and
lives in Creve Coeur, Mo.
daytime phone
OPTIONS team
members (l.-r.)
Jayma Mikes, Cheri
Nash, Tom Nash,
Cathy Rodgers, Jeff
Brown, Martha
McKune participated
in Fontbonne’s Trivia
Night, held March 8.

evening phone

e-mail address

place of employment

Is this a new address?

Qyes

□no

What is your business or personal news you would like
us to include in the next issue of the Link?
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